' " s explore the stars thi'ough dreams,
e giggles, and galaxy fun! -
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Neya’s eyes sparkled.
“Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars...
Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune

she whispered proudly.

»
!




That evening, Neya couldn’t stop
thinking about space. She grabbed
a big cardboard box, some bottles,
foil, tape, and lots of imagination.
By sunset, she had built a rocket called
“Star Jumper 1" — it was lopsided,

. shiny, and completely awesome.
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That night, Neya wore her astronaut .

suit and whispered, “Blast off!” Suddenly, a
shooting star hit the rocket. Lights blinked. “ (

shook. “This is real?)” She gasped

The engine .
and jumped inside—ready for a
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dventure.

-

A screen lit up: “Welcome, Captain

Neya. Guide us through the solar

system.” Neya grinned. “Me? The
captain? Wow!” The engines roared—

WHOOSH! The rocket flew up, up, up as

Earth got smaller and smaller below.




o Neya’s rocket landed with a

gentle bump. “Whoa! 'm on the Moon!”

- she cheered, stepping out in her bouncy

. boots. “Wow! It’s so quiet and dusty
here,” she said. She jumped—Dboing! and

*  floated. “Gravity is so light!” She looked

up and waved. “Hi Earth! | can see you!”

Did you know? The Moon has no air, no
weather, and it goes around Earth in

27 days!
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. The rocket zoomed past a small grey
5y i ball. “Hi Mercury!” Neya waved.
“You're the closest to the Sun and super

- speedy.” She giggled, “You're like the S

2zoom-zoom of the planets!”A year on .

-

- Mercury is just 88 Earth

*




The next planet was glowing yellow,
covered in thick clouds. “Whoa, Venus! You
look pretty... but | know you’re spicy hot
under those clouds!” She leaned closer to
see the planet more clearly. “My teacher
said you trap' heat like a big oven.”

»




Next came a red, rocky land. “Hey Mars!
You've been playing in the dirt again!”
Neya laughed. “Maybe there are
wiggly space worms down there!” Then

she saw something moving. “Whoa!
That’s Perseverance!” she said with a big
r from class — she’s

-

.

| smile. “| remember he
the robot who'’s super good at explo
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Suddenly — WHOA! A giant stripéd planet
appeared. “Wow, Jupiter! You're h gel”
' Neya gasped. She saw a big red swirl:
* . “That’s your Great Red Spot — a giant
~ storm like a spinning jelly donut!Yoil're
the biggest planet and made of gas, not

. land like Earth?”




Then came Saturn, surrounded by glittéring

rings. “You're wearing your bling today, huh?”

She laughed, “One...two... three... okay, too
many rings!”Neya remembered, “You're
the sixth one from the Sun and super big!
Your rings are made of icy bits and rocks...
- And you're all puffy with gas — like a giant
‘balloon made of hydrogen and helium!”
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“Now that’s weird,” Neya tilted her
head. “You're rolling like a barrel, Uranus!” . -
She giggled, “Maybe you got dizzy playing
spin-the-planet!’

'you’re super chilly too!
* Brrr... the coldest planet in the whole .
solar system!” She waved and smiled,
“Stay cool, Uranus! Keep on rolling!”
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“YAY! It’s Neptune!” Neya cheered.
“You're sooo blue — like a bubblegum
slushie!” She leaned closer. “Wow, you're

super windy, but super cool. Id totally
. build a snow fort here!” o]

/ .

~ Neya sn;iled,. You're the fc.trthe.st.
planet from the Sun. She giggled, And
you've got 14 moons! One of themis -

called Triton... .
—— .
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“Oh wow, 've. seen all of you now
Neya said, her eyes wide with
wonder. She waved with a little sigh.
“But now it’s time to say goodbye to
all my new friends. You've all been

so awesome, and I'll miss you! Stay

“wonderful, planets, and keep sﬁinning

out there in-the-big,wide space.
‘ \

N

'
\%

-
!\

»
»
2 » »
-.‘\? - » _/' . .
‘... = S l"é'.”
— — :
-y - e X
T— . - -"'_":*"
—— -. T Sr— o —— R —— B— g
- s »
»
»

Sy

Neptune .Uranus




The rocket landed with a gentle thud.
Lights faded. The buttons turned back
into bottle caps. Neya stepped out
quietly, looking up at the twinkling sky.

“Thanks, stars,” she whispered.

Just then, the rocket chimed:“Mission
Complete. Returning to Earth.” Neya
yawned,“Time to head home, huh? | miss

my bed... and my soft blanket.”




The next day at school, Ms. Asha asked,

“Who remembers what planet has rings?”

Neya just
smiled. “| do,” she
thought,“l saw them
up close.”




